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THE INSANE MOSPITAL.

State Press Opinions on the Investi-
gating Committee’s Repeort.

more tion for fearlessness
:l:lln t&ofpurpouthnthstof

to
visit, inspect report on the condi-
tionof the State hospital for the insane.
The report, as submitted to the Senate
by the Hon. W. K. Jackson, who was
the member from that body on the com-

mittee, is an example of fearlessness,
exhaustive labor, and almost intuitive
ability to grasp all essential that
will, or should, forever establish a prec-
edent in future Florida Legislatures.
It is a report and an indictment in one.
To Senator Jackson, and to the other
members of the committee, are due the
thanks of the people of the State of
Florida. Promises come to us that

searching investtig:don and action, both | P

on the part of Legislature and on
the part of the courts, will make this
report at least of resultant value. —
Gainesville Sun.

All Florida feels ashamed at the aw-
ful revelation of the practices and do-
ings at this place, but there is this con-
solation, that it is never too late to
mend, and that Governor Broward and
the Legislature can surely be depended
on to do their duty, no matter what the
consequences may be, and regardless of
who may suffer. The report states that
the asylum seems to have been made

the dumping ground for sick and super-
fluous people, who could not be other-
wise dis of. The committeee goes

into details on this subject, and enu-
merates some facts which seem almost
incredible unless vouched for by a com-
mittee of such conservative men as
those on the committee. Another ter-
rible feature of the report is the fact
that it directly charges mistreatment
of the patients incarcerated therein,
and intimates, in no uncertain language,
that deaths have resulted from crue?ty
practiced upon the unfortunates in the
asylum. The nurses are declared to be
a drunken and carousing set, with no |
care for the patients and little thought
of the responsibilities devolving upon
them in the care of the people placed
under their charge. The funds appro-
priated for the maintenance have been
wasted, for which it is certain that
someone is to be held responsible. The
sanitary arrangements are also charac-
terized as worthless. In the face of
these facts there is only one thing to
do. Make a thorough housecleaning
from cellar to garret. Remove the
cause of a blight that is worse than
death. No use to repine or bewail. |
Now is the time to act.—St. Augustine |
Record. ‘
If conditions at the State insane asy-
lum were only a small part as bad as
they are represented in the report of
the investigating committee, a synopsis |
of which was published in the Journal
yesterday morning, they would still be
too horrible almost for contemplation,
I1f, as the report alleges, the conduct of
the asylum has been attended by mis-
appropriation of funds, immorality and
vice on the part of the attendants, and
cruel and inhuman treatment ot the
inmates, the case will form a chapter of
high erime unparalleled in the nistory
of this or any other State. The un-
fortunates whom it is necessary to com-
mit to an insane asylum should be ob- |
jects of the State's most solicitous con-
sideration. They are the bearers of a
heavier burden of misfortune than an
other class with whom we have to deaf., |
Their very helplessness and hopeless-
ness appeal to the tenderest side of |
every man's sympathies and of the
whole world’s humanity. But to think
that where every generous impulse,
every appeal to charity, every senti-
ment of humanity—to think that where
all these combine with every considera-
tion of official duty--there should be
found a condition or affairs which can'
hardly be detailed in print—it brings
the blush of shame to the cheek of
everyone who possesses even the re-
motest trace of the sensibilities of life
and duty. A few days ago the Journal
expressed the hope that the condition
of affairs at the asylum would be probed
to the bottom. It now expresses the

hope that every man who 18 even re-|

motely resposible for the condition
which the committee's report alleges
will be punished to the full extent of
the law. Let the investigation proceed;
let the law take its full course, and let
no guilty man escape.—Pensacola Jour-
nal.

Allowing all reasonable discounts for
the personal and political equation in
the State printing and the asylum for
the insane, as these subjects have been
presented to the Legislature, there is
undoubtedly ample ground for a full
and complete investigation. It is much
to be regretied that the matters were
not brought to the attention of the body
earlier in the session when there would
have been plenty of time to have invest-
igated them and published the testi-
mony.

As to the asylum charges they are
the same that have been everywhere
and always made, and they must be
verified by actual and absolute proof

\»before they can be accepted and acted |

‘-

upon. As concerns the State printin&:
that is self-evidently defective and d

creditable thing. Nothing has been is-
sued from the so-called State press for
years but is ample evidence to convict
the management of incompetency and
mis ement and injury to the repu-
tation of the State. There is no doubt
whatever that there should be a radical
change and an improvement in that de-
partment. As to the actual charges of
dishonesty in its administration, they
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go over as ‘‘unfinish-
ed political business’’, as capital in the
next c:m . wo?gd be njlﬁdicioul.
a wrong-doers could plead
that the original design was to discred-
it them and nothing else, that the
[ es are baseless and invented
merely for political effect. And this
view of the case would be widely be-
lieved. Therefore the matters should
be brought to an emphatic and com-

lete conclusion by the rreoent isla-
ture at this session. If crimes ve
been committed against the State or
the innocent insane, they should be dis-
covered and punished. If not, the ac-
cused should exculﬁnted. We ought
not to be subject to three years of acri-
monous recrimination, denials, hard
feelings and general demoralization.
which will be the case if these impor-
tant matters are left in the air until
the next session of the Legshture.
Let’'s have it over and done with, in the
interest of peace and progress.—Tampa
Times.

In bringing up his resolution relating
to printing Supreme Court reports in
the Senate, Senator Harris created a
sensation by referring to rumors that
members of the B of State Institu-
tions were stockholders in_the present
State printlrr concern. He described
the contract for printing these reports
as ‘“‘rotten from to&to bottom,’’ and
referred to the possibility of instituting
impeachment proceedings in the House.
The Florida islature needs more
men like Senator Harris, who are not
afraid to speak out, and who are in fa-
vor of investigating rumors.--Gaines-
ville Star.

Such a prodigious number of bills
have been introduced during the present
session of the Legislature, and they are
in 8o many confusing stages of activity
and inactivity, as reported from day to
day, that no mortal man outside the
Capitol can keep track of all of them.
Our big dailies do their best, and all
that can be expected of them, but when
the islature adjourns very few peo-
le will know just what laws have been
passed. And yet ignorance of the law |
excuses no man who transgres<es it—a
sound maxim, necessary for good gov-
ernment; but the legal presumption
that we all know the law after the
islature gets through creating, repeal-
ini and tinkering, i8 a very violent one.
—Live Oak Democrat.

KNOCKING JENNINGS.

The Daily Capital rushes to the res-
cue of theinsane asylum officials. When
we consider that Hilson's greatness and
the Capital's existence are lamentable
fragments of the Jennings administra-
tion, there is no wonder at the bond of |
sympathy.—Perry Topics. 1

Over $60,000 paid out for special
counsel to do the work that should have )
been done by the Attorney-General!
Think of that, all ye who applaud the
alleged ‘‘business administration.’’ *|
* * If the Legislature should pass the |
bill prohibiting the employment of s
cial counsel in the future, Barrs, Wolfe, |
Liddon, Jennings, et als.,, will have to |
work uf) some new scheme to feed at
the public trough.--Lake City Index. {

It be
ord wilF not have to tell the people the
whole story about how & man can go
into the governor's office broke, serve
four years at a salary of $3,600 per
year, spend $4,000, and come out of the
office in shape to take a nice slice of |
gtock in a million dollar bank. How-
ever, we didn't look for any evidence
from the insane asylum. at model |
administration seems to melt before the |
noonday sun.-—Manatee Record. ,

The report of the legislative commit- |
tee appointed to investigate the condi-
tion o
tahoochee 18 one which calls for univer- |
sal condemnation of the methods em-
ployed by the managers of that institu-
tion.
neglect of duty an

?

various other dam-

nable features were reported, and the‘

asylum officials seem to have had no
regard whatever for the poor unfortu-
nate human sufferers in their charge.
Those who persist in declaring Jennings
the best governor Florida has ever had
can now ﬁive him another mark of
merit, as the superintendent of the asy-
'lum was one of his Brooksville ;)eu
' Just keep tab on the movements of the
' Jennings administration as they develop
and we | ine those who were loudest
in praise will censure the most bitterly.
erry Topics.
i The charges which follow are not the
| sensational utterances of yellow jour-
'nalism, but the calm and unmistakable
findings of the State legislative commit-
| tee appointed to visit and report on the
iconditlon of the State insane asylum at
Chattahoochee.
| The report shows a condition of af-
' fairs in that institution which consti-
tutes at once the most blighting dis-
grace which has come upon the State
of Florida in all its sixty years of his-
m. A disgrace that wiil strike deeply
bring the blush of shame to every
citizen,

The conditions are solely due to the
incompetent administration of Governor
Jennings. He it was who turnmed out
the experienced and humane. Trammell

ins to look now as if The Rec- | PO

asylum for the insane at Chat- |

Drunkenne.:i cruelty to patients, \

insane, which says that
things there are and have been in hor-
rible condition, although being improved
as fast as ible by the new superin-
tendent. committee, in one part
of its report, says that it cannot publish
all the evidence secured for the reason
that it is unfit to print. It will be re- !
membered that there were some not |
very complimentary rumors afloat a few |
ears in reference to things there,

t friends of the administration who | F

investigated applied the whitewash |
brush with such good effect that it w. s/
hushed up. Just on top of this came
the resolution of Senator Harris that
called for an investigation of the ru- |
mors that State officials were stockhol’-
ers in the company having the contract
for the State and there may
be others.—DeFuniak Breeze,

So horrible is the condition said to be
at the asylum for the insane at Chatta-
hoochee, and has existed for a long time
under the late Governor Jennings, that
the grand jury of that county has been
called together to invesdtigate the mat-
terand return indictments against those
responsible for this shameful condition,
The legslative committee unearthed
this rottenness at Chattahoochee, and
if half what it says in its report is true
the parties responsible for such condi-
tion should be sent to the penitentiary.

We say, if the half is true, it is an
infamous disgrace upon the fair name
of Florida, and certainly Governor Jen- |
nings and the members of the Board of |
State Institutions must have known
that such condition existed, and if they
did_know, they too are responsible, ‘l

This is a terrible condition, if true, to |
exist n a State and among civilizedi

peoI)le.
If this de&»lorable condition really ex- |
ists there, Governor Broward should at

once rid the institute of it, kick the}'

guéletg' officials out, have them prose-
cuted and sent to the penitentiary. And
he will do it.

We believe that Governor Broward
will permit not even the talk of a scan-
dal or rottenness in any State depart-
ment while he is the State's chief ex- |
ecutive —DeLand Record.

That asylum scandal has been pending ]
a long time and now gince a start has
been made to uncover it it should be
probed to the very bottom and every- |
one in the slightest degree connected |
with it held up to public scorn and con-
tempt. But will it beso? The “‘graft’’ |
malady seems to have struck even the |
high places in Florida. —Madison New |
Enterprise.

Dr. Gwynn, former superintehdent of |
the State Insane Ayslum, has asked |
the legislature to investigate fully the |
charges that the a?]ylum under hig care
was improperly and disgracefully man-
aged and conducted. After the state-
ments of the various authorities that it
was, it would appear that Dr. Gwynn
had better let this matter drop and die
the easiest death possible, The stench,
no doubt, would be greater with two

arties instead of one, stirring up the
glth. — Miami Metropolis.

Referring to the recent legislative re-
rt on the condition at the State hos-
pital, Attorney General W, H. Ellis has
the enviable oppcrtunity of saying to
the other memlmrs of the Board of
Public Institutions ‘I told you so,’" as
it was he who insisted on a general in-
vestigation some three months ago
when the board was considering the

]matter of asking Doctors Gwynn and

and Christie to resign. Had the board
made the investigation at that time and
acted accordingly, it would have, not
only done what was right, but would
have received the well merited commen-
dation of the public instead of its un-
stinted censure as it is now receiving,
on account of neglecting its duty and

| leaving the work that it should have

performed for the legislative commit-
tee.  Quincy Herald and Era.
Never has committee work rec
| more commendation for fearlessness
| the legislative committee appointed to
visit, inspect and report on the condi-
: sane.
! Senate

rt as submitted
K. Jackson,

The re
by the Hon. W.

' lessness, exhaustive labor and almost

intuitive ability to grasp all essential
| points that will, or should, forever
| establish a preceéent in future Florida
| legislatures. It is a report and indict-
| ment in one. To Senator Jackson and
| to the other members of the committee
|are due the thanks of the people of the
| State of Florida. Promises come to us
' that searching investigation and action
' both on the part of the Legislature an
'on the part of the courts, will make
| this one report, at least, of resultant
| value. —Ocala Banner,

The Pensacola Journal states that
Representative Avery, of Escambia,
will ever be looked upon with favor by
the members of the State for
having introduced the new libel law,
but it fails to say just how Dr. Julian,
of C:lﬁmbb‘:' b‘:llll ibo lldod for h:‘v’-
i t ndefinitely postponed.
ﬂmﬁt anyone could guess, though.
Quincy Times.

|

and inwﬁrity of purpose than that of |

ABOUT THE QUALITY
OF THE DRUGS YOU
BUY.

Insist upon Getting the Best
Kind. You make a Certainty
of so doing when you Trade
here.

D. R. €OX, Druggist.
Telephone No. 17,

J. D. CAY, "*

LOOKING OVER
the stock in ourstables will be a pleas:
ure for jthe horseman. The showing of
good acclimated |
HORSES
of every description is an interesting
one,

Those in need of business horses or
drivers should see these animals.
There’s a grand lot to select from.
Prices are right,

nd Sales Stable,
140 South Adams Street.

STYLE SUPERLATIVE

sits serene atop the rigs we have for
hire. They're easy running, of course;
the horses that draw them are man-
aged with scarce an effort; but withal
the equipment is stylish to a degree,
Every convenience, every comfort goes
with the equipages we let by the day
or hour. The lesser time will prove our
words.

CAPITAL CITY LIVERY STABLES,

C. T. Hancock, Prop.
Phones 79 and 89.
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and better are the chances of your
getting perfect flour satisfaction, when
you use the Clifton Brand. Truth to
tell, there's little likelihood of your
having anything but a pure, wholesome
yet economical product. But don't be
content with a ‘‘just as good'' flour—
demand the Clifton everytime, it is the
very best. At J. W. COLLINS.'
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F. M. BRuMBY,

BRUMBY

New and Second Hand;
L.ocks. Watches,

h

J. H. FENN,

& FENN,

Dealers in

FURNITURE,

also Repairers of Guns,
Clocks, Etc., Etc.

Second Hand Goods of all kinds Bought and Sold.

TELEPHONE NO. 1

THE GRIFFING BROS. CO.

cived Who are They?

What is Their Business ?

NURSERY MEN

and they are largest in

The only

ursery in existence allowin

their line on their plan.
you to see trees

growing before you pay for them. Is that not enough to

of the best grade ? .
They fully guarantee their

sponsible,
Budded Pecans, Pears,

Remember that no other

Prices are right and
Peach,
kinds of trees, OmamentalsNRoses, ete.

convince you that you will get exactly what you buy and

trees and are absolutely re-

I give my guarantee too.
PFIums, P};gs and all other

ursery makes such a liberal

roposition and hold your order until Salesman calls and
ge will submit you the proposition in a few words.

In what home is fruit and flowers not appreciated and
worth their cost ? L. C. YAEGER, Agt.
" Wood Yard! FOR SALE.

Near Seaboard Depet.  Phome 3. | o 10 Cl08e GUt oo A O o e i

The Best Hard Wood and Pine in stock
all the time. Pro:st delivery, and sat-

i t. rant o
v g J. W. DOLLAR.

J. G. CoLLins,
Administrator.

Masonic building will be sold at a great §
bargain. U
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